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Once a session in a laboratory is over, 
successful, or not, when cleaning up the 
question often arises how best to dispose of 
the leftovers. It might even be a bottle in the 
store with an aged label and a strange new 
smell that prompts the question to arise!  
There is a safe way and a dangerous way to 
dispose of chemicals. There is a legal way  
and an illegal way. 
This White Paper will provide some guidance on the 
problem of chemical disposal. Topics covered include:

•  the EPA waste tracker

•  labelling containers correctly and 

•  preparing a manifest. .

The aim is to provide information to encourage safe 
and responsible chemical disposal by both the user 
and disposal contractor. 

[The speaker, Michael Pola has extensive experience  
in the chemical waste disposal field and is a 
Professional Chemist who has worked for many years 
in the industry, with special experience in laboratories, 
teaching, commercial research laboratories and 
secondary schools. He is the director of Envirostore 
Chemical Consulting Pty Ltd which is a small business 
providing consulting services and disposal services. 
Michael practises as an independent consultant in  
the environmental chemical field.]
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The age-old problem of 
Chemicals that Change  
as they Age
The problem posed by aging chemicals is nothing new. 
Safe disposal of poisonous chemicals such as S.A.P, a (now 
deregistered) pesticide which contains 4% yellow phosphorus and 
is lethal to most living organisms, has always posed a problem 
in our society. This poison is designed to eradicate rabbits and 
rodents and is an older style chemical used for this purpose. 
There are now newer and more efficient poisons for vermin, but 
S.A.P is still commonly found in redundant loads and should be 
disposed of safely. 

Unwanted chemicals are often stored in unlikely and unsafe 
places. In this picture (University of Tasmania in Hobart) we 
see four and five litres of waste in Winchesters in their loading 
bay, whilst they were ready to be collected. It is a situation that 
is typical of a growing load, and it must be disposed of rather 
than allowed to accumulate. This can be material that has 
been collected over a long period of time mainly comprising 
redundant chemicals. These arise from laboratory practicals, 
spills, and even general oversupply.

Any industrial, chemical, or redundant waste should be 
tracked as soon as it leaves a building or working premises. 
When waste is being transported, the vehicle must have the 
appropriate permit to deliver the material to a facility that is 
licensed to receive and treat; these are called waste transport 
certificates. The online system that the EPA uses, tracks and 
reports where waste has come from, where it is going and how 
it got there. It is necessary to register as a waste disposer with 
the online EPA portal where the use of a license or a permit is 
required for carriage of the chemical being disposed of.

Envirostore Chemical Consulting Pty Ltd deals specifically with 
laboratory chemicals in both small and large amounts, including 
a wide range of chemical types. Registering with the EPA is now 
a legal requirement, and it is generally encouraged that users 
treat and secure redundant chemicals in exactly the same way 
as consumable chemicals. 

"The simplest approach is to consider 
the inherent Dangerous Goods properties 
in the material and be cautious when 
handling all chemical waste."

Dangerous Goods classification and labelling is an international 
system designed to indicate content and prescribes the safest 
method for transport and storage. Correct laboratory storage 
training is usually given to laboratory managers and users, 
but it is often a question how laboratory can easily recognise 
a Dangerous Good? Any purchased chemical will come 
with a diamond shaped symbol indicating its classification. 
Flammable liquids use a red diamond, spontaneous 
combustible liquids use a blue diamond, and a red and white 
diamond indicates corrosives. Acids, alkalis, and poisons 
are signified as dangerous because of their physical and/or 
chemical properties. 

An item that is no longer used in the laboratory or has degraded 
over time should not be used at all and considered as waste. 
These chemicals do not lose their properties and should 
be treated with caution. A good example and a common 
one is xylene, which arises from pathology laboratories and 
specifically from the histopathology laboratory. As it is mixed 
with paraffin wax as a solvent, it remains flammable even at the 
disposal point which classifies the resulting material as a Class 
3 Dangerous Good. In cases like these it is extremely unwise 
to allow this kind of waste to accumulate and must be treated 
and handled as a flammable liquid, and observe the Dangerous 
Goods storage rules, which is an internationally prescribed 
naming system.

This translates to an extensive list of dangerous chemical 
substances. The recognisable diamond shapes are classed 
from 1 to 9 and are denoted in varying colours. For example, 
Class 1 falls into explosives, Class 9 falls into the miscellaneous 
category and gases are a Class 2. Flammable liquids are a 
Class 3, and flammable reactive solids are Class 4. Class 5 are 
oxidising substances and organic peroxides. Class 6 are toxic 
and infectious substances and Class 7 is radioactive materials. 
The EPA does not control the movement or disposal of Class 1 
explosives, Class 2 gases in cylinders or Class 7 radio actives. 
Envirostore Chemical Consulting Pty Ltd is unable to assist with 
explosives but can give advice regarding disposal. 
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Storage of Waste 
Chemicals before Disposal
Be aware that when waste has been placed in a storeroom 
for collection, the inherent properties do not change, and they 
must be stored according to the correct and recommended 
safety standards, which means proper segregation from other 
Dangerous Goods. If mixed, it is possible to create a chemical 
reaction which will be disproportionate to a straight spill; and 
could lead to an emission of gas and cause explosion. The 
chemicals in a store and any Dangerous Goods at all, should be 
handled in the most straightforward, simple and safest system 
available, and comply with the Dangerous Goods regulations. 

The two main points to consider with disposals is:

a) how are they stored and 
b) how are they labelled. 

It is completely unadvisable to store 
chemical waste in any second-hand 
container – unless they are actually 
designed to house Dangerous Goods. 

Proper and correct labelling of waste is also essential, and 
must indicate a Dangerous Good, the contents and other 
properties. Substance legislation must also be considered and 
appropriately researched. 

Controlled exposure to some chemicals is shown 
by pictogram, which is the indicator found in 
Hazardous Substance labelling and is quantifiably 
more detailed. There can be an overlap between 
Dangerous Goods and Hazardous Substances, 

but Hazardous Substances are considered to be lethal, and 
outside the Dangerous Goods legislation for storing and 
transporting. They have higher requirements which include 
having a manifest or a register for such substances under  
OH & S legislation. 

Labelling and Suitable 
Containers for Disposable 
Chemicals
OH & S legislation is designed to protect people against 
exposure to the chemicals, and it is recommended that 
Dangerous Goods labelling take precedence over any other 
kind of labelling as it the most informative and safest system at 
hand. Labels such as “Toxic- Do Not Touch” or “Poisonous” do 
not assist with waste disposal, as the waste must be treated, 
and allowances made for particular chemicals in order to  
define correct treatment and dilution methods. Again, wine 
bottles, methylated spirits bottles and milk containers should 
always be avoided. Second-hand Winchesters are permissible 
as long as they are correctly labelled. Correct storage of newly 
bought chemicals is also a safety consideration, and suitable, 
endorsed containers should always be used.

"The two biggest errors in waste disposal, 
especially in laboratories and commercial 
businesses are labelling and poor 
containment." 

Those who need and are required to dispose of waste using 
IBC's or drums with labelling should always follow international 
labelling protocols. Basically, inadequate labelling and 
unsuitable containers are the two biggest problems for the 
chemical waste disposer. Particular odours can also indicate 
the type of chemical housed in an unnamed container, for 
example, phenolphthalein, which has an incredibly high odour 
and is instantly identifiable. That is obviously a detectable 
chemical, but it is advisable to clearly label and date items 
such as odorized natural gas as a safety measure. It must be 
readable and be accompanied by the related formula.
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Proper labelling (see example on page 10) encompasses the 
name, chemical and the concentration and importantly, if it is 
a strong acid or alkali. For example, the difference between 1% 
nitric is very different and marked from a from a concentrated 
70% nitric. If it is a solution, it must be shown what the related 
solvent is. For example, ethanol is a flammable liquid and is a 
Class 3 chemical, so the accompanying label must list all the 
information in terms of waste disposal. There are many people 
who will read and take note of a label, so users, colleagues and 
waste disposers must be able to read what is in the container 
without ambiguity.

The containers for waste storage should also be carefully 
considered. It is tempting to use old Winchesters or other 
second-hand containers for the sake of expediency. These 
practices did occur in secondary schools when dark rooms 
were in use, and old containers were used to store excess 
developer. It is advisable and preferable to use supplied and 
endorsed waste containers such as ten litre carboys for 
purposes like this, approved to house Dangerous Goods, and in 
which liquid waste can be placed. Make sure that a compliant 
container and a Dangerous Goods compatible container is 
being used.

A Dangerous Goods approved container can house virtually 
any Class 6 or Class 8 liquid without reacting with the container 
material. It is easier to transport a 10-litre container as is not 
too heavy for lifting. Generally, you are charged by container 
so you may want to consolidate to control the total number of 
containers but be careful how you consolidate. If consolidating 
flammable liquids and organic solvents, there will never be a 
reaction unless acids or organic peroxides have been added 
in. Alcohols, esters, oils, hydrocarbon oils or vegetable oils can 
be mixed together. Kerosene and thinners can all be mixed 
together and called solvents, and organic liquids are a Class 3 
liquid waste. Good chemists in commercial laboratories can 
certify most mixes, although chemical waste disposers can  
also answer these kinds of questions. 

Disposing preserved specimens in jars is now becoming more 
common and tends to arise in schools and universities. Old 
preservations such as these contain formalin and/or ethanol; 
professional waste disposers can assist with removing these. 

Registering with the EPA 
and the Waste Tracker
Typical laboratory chemicals housed in unsuitable bottles 
should also be disposed of. The EPA waste tracker is very 
helpful in resolving this. The relevant organisation should first 
go to EPA website and register the business name, which 
includes universities, schools and research labs; and almost 
anyone who needs to dispose of chemicals and have them 
removed from a premises. Old systems of registration relied 
on paper certification, but those details of an earlier non-digital 
registration are not transferable and must be re-entered and 
renamed as a disposer. This registration will cover the removal 
of chemical wastes, medical waste and bio security waste and 
the permit to dispose of reportable priority waste. A code or a 
tracking number is issued to the disposer, and a waste code 
logged which vary according to type. 

Industry code for laboratories is 2100, research laboratories 
is 6910 and is particular to Australia and New Zealand. State 
government is 7520; pharmaceuticals is 1840; panel beaters 
9412. These codes are all available on the associated drop-
down list on the portal and can easily be sourced. When using 
the tracker portal, there is an accessible drop-down list for 
waste codes, and industry codes. The list provides for the waste 
transporter and the receiver, and also what they are going to do 
with it. These measures ensure that a licensed transporter and 
licenced receiver is being used, all permissions are in order, and 
the licenses are issued by EPA. 

A Class 8 cabinet is not really adequate for acids and alkali 
storage combined, in regard to the Dangerous Goods legislation 
they are not compatible for storage and require demarcation 
or a physical barrier in the middle. Where the acids go on one 
side, and how close they sit to other substances is a hazard to 
consider; as is glass bottles with glass stoppers, which  
will allow fugitive vapours to emit as they cannot be  
efficiently sealed. 

Disposal Down the Drain?
Disposing down a drain is problematic as an urban sewerage 
system relies on the right chemical environment to treat all 
household waste from toilets, sinks, showers, and kitchens. It 
is a bacterial system, so to put a chemical substance down a 
drain that travels to a sewerage plant and can affect that the 
bacterial balance of the system is not advisable. The worst 
culprits are metals: copper, silver, and Mercury. As most system 
pipes are made of concrete they will erode more quickly when 
exposed to metals like these. 

Generally, sink traps are thought to assist with the dilution of 
liquid metals but this is not so. The first baffle usually contains 
calcium carbonate chips, and they are not at all effective in 
dealing with many chemicals. The disadvantage with traps is 
that waste will go through a series of baffles before it actually 
goes to the sewer. Waste is moved from one baffle to another 
and creates a constant flow which will sit in the trap before it 
drains out. Generally, they are ineffective as a solution to diluting 
waste. They were originally installed to manage darkroom 
chemicals, and these are usually alkaline so therefore the traps 
are ineffective. It is inadvisable to place any flammable liquid 
down a sink or trap as flammability does not dilute, nor does a 
flash point. It is not recommended to place any chemical in a 
drain that eventually enters a sewer. 

The preference is to collect, consolidate and dispose  
of chemical waste as one item and have it professionally 
removed. 
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Disposing of  
Medical Waste
Medical waste usually includes an approved yellow disposal 
container that is used when generating sharps, syringes and 
blades and must not be combined with general rubbish. They 
must go into the correct sharp containers which are incinerated. 
Live bacteria plates should always be autoclaved, then labelled 
with disclosing tape to indicate that the correct temperature 
and pressure has been reached, and the bacteria eliminated. 

General requirements for disinfection for any bacteria spill are 
chlorine, sodium hypochlorite, or calcium hypo chloride. Quarts, 
Quaternary Ammonium compounds, chlorhexidine is also very 
good such as Pinoclean, Iodine and Pipodene. When using an 
ethanol base, do not use anything stronger than 70% ethanol. 
When generating waste, good laboratory practice always 
includes cleaning up and disposing of all defunct chemical 
wastage after use. For example, Toluene is a highly flammable 
liquid it can ignite at room temperature and releases vapour  
that forms explosive mixture with air. 

Disposing of Radioactive 
Material
In regard to radioactive material, it is necessary to identify the 
source before deciding about disposal, which would be alpha, 
beta or gamma and how to shield each for overall protection. 

Lead is only effective against alpha and gamma, beta requires 
shielding by aluminium. A reliable chemical disposal contractor 
should be able to give the appropriate advice regarding safe 
shielding of radioactive waste.

Disposal of Mercury 
Regarding Mercury disposal, although it has a high vapour 
pressure, ultimately it will not fill up a room. Fortunately, spills 
can be addressed by physically cleaning – even with the use of 
a shovel and broom, or for smaller spills a split spoon. Mercury 
is a highly poisonous substance and there are recommended 
commercial spill kits that offer correct clean-up and a tight 
containment method which is safe for disposal. In the short 
term however, zinc granules will aggregate Mercury into a solid 
material that can be easily swept up and prevents the elemental 
vapour from dispersing. It is also advisable to avoid placing 
white mercury into a coffee jar which is made to hold around 
three hundred grams of coffee, but the lead volume equivalent 
is fourteen kilos in weight and the container will not be strong 
enough to contain it. Consequently, this becomes a hazard 
when attempting disposal. Avoid using sulphur as a cleaning or 
dilution method for Mercury, as it is ineffective. The theory that 
it will turn the substance into an inorganic mercury sulphide is 
incorrect, and if used will create a bigger mess.

Consolidation of  
Liquid Waste
In the chemical waste disposal field, there will always be old 
waste acids that will arise. If the waste is colour coded, for 
instance, in green to indicate nitric acid, this can be a helpful 
system that will aid safe disposal and a useful approach to 
implement for the future. When the purpose is to consolidate 
liquid waste, a discerning approach is required. Acids and 
alcohols can be combined, but definitely not with nitrates or 
acidifying nitrates, so it is incorrect to attempt to alkalise these 
substances for economy of disposal. Strong alkalis such as 
potassium and sodium hydroxide react vigorously with acid, 
and will result in volatility such boiling, splashing and steam 
release. Reducing agents such as sodium thiosulfate can work 
well with Class 3 chemicals, and metabisulfite is a suitable 
reductive for Class 6 substances. 

Chemicals that Pose 
Disposal Headaches
Contractors like Envirostore Chemical Consulting Pty Ltd will 
have a checklist on their website of chemicals that should 
not be situated on premises. Hydrofluoric acid is a prime 
example, which when splashed onto a person can be fatal, so 
it is essential that a user follow all preventative procedures to 
minimise any exposure at all. Formic acid at 90%, will if left 
long enough form carbon monoxide which will accumulate 
enough force to blow up the containing bottle. Mercury should 
never be underestimated, as all mercury compounds, mercury 
chloride, mercuric, sulphate, oxide and some organic Mercuries 
are extremely poisonous. For example, a Professor in Michigan 
actually died from an acute brain haemorrhage due to ongoing 
Mercury exposure.
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Q & A Record

How do we tell which methods are suitable for 
disposal of which chemicals?

1.  For solutions, which are suitable for disposal 
down a lab sink or into a waste sink?

2.  For both types, which need to be sent offsite  
with a chemical disposal company?

3.  The SDS typically just states “refer to local 
environmental regulations” which isn’t 
particularly clear. The only obvious exclusions 
would be those within the H400 GHS 
classifications (toxic to aquatic/marine/soil etc.)

We don’t recommend any sewer disposal except for liquids that 
would normally be disposed of this way. There are not many 
wastes from a commercial lab that would be suitable.

Relying on a SDS to give you the answer is fraught with danger 
as many SDSs we see these days are certainly deficient in this 
respect. Instead consider how the sewerage system works and 
has a total reliance on microorganisms.

How do we determine the best way to handle 
chemical containers once they’re empty? Some, 
like ethanol, we rinse out and let evaporate then  
de-label and recycle the bottle, but we don’t do  
the same for others such as methanol.
Chemical containers are a form of chemical waste unless 
they have been triple rinsed. Then they can be disposed of via 
general waste as either plastic or glass waste after delabelling. 
The rinsings however are reportable waste so may be best to 
dispose of to the waste contractor as is unless you intend to 
reuse the container.

And what about the disposal of glass containers 
which held such chemicals as Pet Spirits or Acids?
As the answer just above but use a suitable rinse, your best one 
is good old water or ethanol for the organics

Do you recommend any company for a liquid 
chemical waste?
This varies from state to state. You are best off trying some of 
the local state contractors or talking to other laboratory techs 
to find out what the best options are. You may also perform 
a Google search but ensure you vary the search terms, e.g. 
"chemical waste disposal, “laboratory chemical disposal“.

Ethanol evaporates in no time. Once it stops 
smelling, the bottle is completely clean.
True, but this is assuming there is nothing dissolved in  
the ethanol.

We leave empty bottles in fume hood overnight. 
Take off the labels and put in to recycle bin.
Yes, you are following the recommended procedure provided  
no dissolved solids. 

We use empty ethanol 2.5L plastic containers for 
waste disposal. Is it Ok?
By all means use the cleaned-out ethanol bottles but only to 
hold a similar waste such as flammable liquids.

If nothing chemical remains in the bottle, just put 
the empty containers in the normal recycle bins 
after general wash?
See all above

While waste should always be segregated, what 
if there is unknown waste in PFAS waste which 
cannot be segregated but shouldn’t be in  
aqueous PFAS waste either.
Unlabelled waste must be labelled as such with as much 
information supplied as possible. Chemical analysis will be 
required to classify the waste for treatment option.

What is the best disposal practice for unlabeled  
or poorly labelled containers?
See the answer above. We use a series of tests to identify 
unlabelled items including a FT-IT spectrometer as well as the 
old classical spot tests. Just identify the waste as unlabelled  
on your manifest.

Are glass Winchester bottles recyclable? A lot of 
solvents (and acids I think) still come in these.
For internal recycle certainly. We have never had any success 
offering glass containers to the recyclers once the previous 
contents is revealed. There is a strong anti-chemical bias 
out there and most times its cheaper to use importedvirgin 
material.

Can we get the details of the taxidermist?
Rest in Pieces (Natalie via email: contact@restinpieces.com.au)

Is that EPA address also the one to use if you are 
outside of Vic? (EPA portal)
No that’s the Vic EPA. In SA it is epa.sa.gov.au. In Tasmania  
I believe you don’t have a specific body called EPA, it used to  
be part of DPIEW but seemed to change every few years.
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The cost for disposing of waste is very high do  
you know any company will charge with a low rate 
for that?
Its best to shop around I suppose. The small places are cheaper 
than the big boys. 

We have a container of waste from an industrial 
coder from a factory that was closed down that  
I do not know how to dispose of properly.
If you can send me details and a photo or two, I may be able to 
assist. Size of container and contents label if any, please.

Is there an acceptable quantity of 75% ethanol 
which can be poured down the sink?
75% ethanol is still a flammable liquid and will have a flash  
point which really can't the diluted away. I have had vegetable  
oil containing 50 ppm of hexane return a positive flash ie  
under 61degrees making it a flammable liquid. So, no  
acceptable amount.

Referring to the question above, if it's not a lot, 
could you let it evaporate?
Yes, let it evaporate but keep in mind we are assuming  
nothing is dissolved in the ethanol. Evaporate in the fume 
cabinet of course.

When it’s a lot of ethanol does it need to be 
disposed of as non-halogenic flammable waste?
Yes, that is the correct description of the waste (halogenated  
not halogenic).

We have histology labs that generate xylene and 
formalin waste What is the best container to 
collect and store xylene and Formalin waste?
A very common waste type from histopathology labs. All the 
ones we collect from are using the 10l dg approved carboys. 
They are safe, chemically impervious and easy to handle.

In response to the question above, we use the 
Winchester bottles Xylene is delivered in when 
emptying Tissue Lysers in our histolab.
By all means use the Winchester the original solvent came 
in. The labs generating xylene waste from histopathology are 
generating hundreds of liters, so a few Winchesters won’t go far.

Are chemical wastes included in the DG volume 
count for the site, thus included in the site's DG 
manifest?
Yes, chemical waste if a dangerous good will be included in a 
site’s dg register or site manifest. Remember the properties that 
place the chemical into one of the dg classes don't disappear 
just because it’s now waste for disposal.

Can we store the chemical wastes (solvents 
mostly) in empty glass container?  
How long can we store in the research lab?  
How often should we dispose the chemicals?
How much chemical waste you store before disposal will 
depend on your storage capacity keeping in mind the answer 
to the question above) above where you must include any dg 
wastes in the site’s dg register. Flammable waste must be 
stored in a flammable cabinet along with the good solvents. 
For small places with limited capacity dispose as required or 
consider upgrading storage capacity using more dg cabinets. 
These cabinets also have a maximum recommended volume 
usually printed on the front and must be vented to the outside.

What is the best approach to dispose expired 
microbiology media dry powders (which are usually 
nonhazardous but rich in nutrients for bacteria/ 
fungi)
Out of date growth media is still a chemical waste that should  
be disposed of as normal. Some get a bit smelly when old.

Disposal of old photographic slides (they type that 
were used in a projector), do they contain silver 
and how should they be disposed of?
Photographic slides do not present any hazard and there is 
no need for any special disposal. X-ray film on the other hand 
contains a fair bit of silver and there are recycling services for 
these. Not for slides.

Disposal of old lead containers used to store 
radioactive reagents, once they are non-radioactive 
how should they be disposed of?
The lead containers used to store radioactive sources are not 
radioactive and can be recycled as scrap lead.
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What are the DG classes on all the chemical colour labels on the Westlab chemicals?

Hazard Codes/Statements: H314 - Causes 
severe skin burns and eye damage.; H413 - 
May cause long lasting harmful effects to 
aquatic life. 

Precautionary statement(s): Do not breathe 
mist/vapours/spray.; Wear protective 
gloves/protective clothing/eye protection/face 
protection.; Avoid release to the environment.; 
IF SWALLOWED: Rinse mouth. Do NOT induce 
vomiting.; IF ON SKIN (or hair): Remove/Take 
off immediately all contaminated clothing. 
Rinse skin with water/shower.; IF IN EYES: 
Rinse cautiously with water for several minutes. 
Remove contact lenses, if present and easy to 
do. Continue rinsing.; Immediately call a 
POISON CENTER or doctor/physician.; Store 
locked up.; Dispose of contents/container to 
authorised hazardous or special waste 
collection point in accordance with any local 
regulation.; See SDS for full list of P phrases.

BATCH No.

H

500ml NET

WARNINGSSPECIFICATIONS

A: 4 Cargo Way, Mitchell Park, Victoria AU 3355
W: westlab.com.au   E: sales@westlab.com.au
P: 1800 358 101   F: 1300 725 903

WESTLAB PTY LTD

701-500M

CORROSIVECORROSIVE

XXXX

Hydrochloric
Acid 32%

HCL
MW = 36.46 g/mol

UN 1789
CAS No.  7647-01-0
Appearance Clear Colorless Liquid 
Minimum Assay  32% 
  Non-volatile matter    0.001% 
  Free Chloride (Cl)        0.0002% 
  Sulphate (SO4)             0.0005% 
  Sulphite (SO3)              0.0001% 
  Aluminium (Al)            0.00005% 
  Ammonium (NH4)       0.0003% 
  Arsenic (As)                  0.000002% 
  Copper (Cu)                    0.00001% 
  Iron (Fe)                          0.00004% 
  Lead (Pb)                        0.00005% 

ANALYTICAL REAGENT

764488260478

Assay

Chemical

Abstracts
Service

Colour band Alphabetical

storage
4 digit numberfor transport

Class

Safety

details

GHSMolecular weightChemical formula

Chemical Class
Colour Swatch

To place an order, please go to our website
or call our friendly sales team.

1800 358 101
westlab.com.au

Non-Classified

Miscellaneous

Flammable Liquids

Oxidizing Agent

Corrosive

Poisonous
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Westlab has released a chemical range that includes 
the labelling and the packaging of chemicals.
 After an Australia wide survey on preferred cabinet requirements, with lab 
staff, lab techs and lab managers, results showed that labelling was the 
most desired feature in cabinet supply. By using a colour coding system, 
at a glance you can see what class the chemical is, and how that ties in 
with dangerous goods labelling. 

Visit this link for more information on the Range of Storage Cabinets:

https://www.westlab.com.au/catalogsearch/result?q=storage%20Cabinets 

Westlab Chemicals

Discover the Westlab Chemical Range
Discover the wide range of chemicals designed for lab techs
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Mod-U-Lab 4-in-1
This cabinet can be used to store any 
class of chemical. Westlab actually 
supplies this cabinet with all the relevant 
labelling, and then it is again labelled 
on-site according to your storage 
requirements. In this range we have 
five varied sizes, starting with a 30-litre 
cabinet, 60 litre,100 litre,160 litre and  
the big 250 litre. 

Modular nonmetal cabinet
This modular non-metal cabinet is solely 
used for Class 9, or corrosive chemicals. 
These cabinets are made from a high-
density polyethylene which gives good 
longevity when storing chemicals. 
Nothing in these cabinets can corrode,  
as it is completely made from 
polyethylene. None of the hinge pins,  
or clips are going to corrode, and it  
offers an excellent lifespan. 

The newest range is the  
Polychem range.
The Westlab Polychem range is  
Westlab's newest cabinet. This is  
used as a non-metal cabinet and is  
made from high density polyethylene. 

How does this cabinet differ from 
the others? 

Traditional, flat shelving has been 
removed and replaced with grapnels 
tubs, which is a fully injection moulded 
propylene tub. Once again it is chemical 
resistant and works as a small spill tray, 
and able to contain a small amount.  
This cabinet has a fully bunded bottom, 
so if anything does spill over the edge of 
those tubs it gets caught in the bottom. 

 

Acknowledgments to Michael Pola for his contribution to this White Paper.

PAGE 13

WESTLAB.COM.AU © Westlab

Dangerous Goods storage is available in three different ranges:

1. A Metal Range  

2. A non-metal Range.

3. Another non-metal Range especially for Corrosives.

Chemical Storage Cabinets from Westlab
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This document is a technical whitepaper setting out 
the current and future developments of Westlab Pty. 
Ltd ("Westlab"). The Whitepaper does not constitute 
an offer to sell, a solicitation of an offer to buy any of 
the products, services or tokens that are mentioned in 
this document. Westlab does not perform Initial Coin 
Offering (also known as Initial Token Offering or Token 
Sale) and this paper is for information purposes only 
and is not a statement of future intent. Unless expressly 
specified otherwise, the products and innovations 
set out in this paper are currently under development 
and are not currently in deployment. Westlab makes 
no warranties or representations as to the successful 
development or implementation of such technologies 
and innovations, or achievement of any other activities 
noted in the paper, and disclaims any warranties implied 
by law or otherwise, to the extent permitted by law. No 
person is entitled to rely on the contents of this paper 
or any inferences drawn from it, including in relation 
to any interactions with Westlab or the technologies 
mentioned in this paper. Westlab disclaims all liability 
for any loss or damage of whatsoever kind (whether 
foreseeable or not) which may arise from any person 
acting on any information and opinions relating to 
Westlab or the Westlab Platform contained in this 
paper or any information which is made available in 
connection with any further enquiries, notwithstanding 
any negligence, default or lack of care. The information 
contained in this publication is derived from data 
obtained from sources believed by Westlab to be 
reliable and is given in good faith, but no warranties or 
guarantees, representations are made by Westlab with 
regard to the accuracy, completeness or suitability of 
the information presented. It should not be relied upon, 
and shall not confer rights or remedies upon, you or any 
of your employees, creditors, holders of securities or 
other equity holders or any other person. Any opinions 
expressed reflect the current judgment of the authors of 
this paper and do not necessarily represent the opinion 
of Westlab. The opinions reflected herein may change 
without notice and the opinions do not necessarily 
correspond to the opinions of Westlab. Westlab does 
not have an obligation to amend, modify or update 
this paper or to otherwise notify a reader or recipient 
thereof in the event that any matter stated herein, or 
any opinion, projection, forecast or estimate set forth 
herein, changes or subsequently becomes inaccurate. 
Westlab, its directors, employees, contractors and 
representatives do not have any responsibility or 
liability to any person or recipient (whether by reason 
of negligence, negligent misstatement or otherwise) 

arising from any statement, opinion or information, 
expressed or implied, arising out of, contained in or 
derived from or omission from this paper. Neither 
Westlab nor its advisors has independently verified any 
of the information, including the forecasts, prospects 
and projections contained in this paper. Each recipient 
is to rely solely on its own knowledge, investigation, 
judgment and assessment of the matters which are 
the subject of this report and any information which 
is made available in connection with any further 
enquiries and to satisfy itself as to the accuracy and 
completeness of such matters. Whilst every effort is 
made to ensure that statements of facts made in this 
paper are accurate, all estimates, projections, forecasts, 
prospects, expressions of opinion and other subjective 
judgments contained in this paper are based on 
assumptions considered to be reasonable as of the date 
of the document in which they are contained and must 
not be construed as a representation that the matters 
referred to therein will occur. Any plans, projections 
or forecasts mentioned in this paper may not be 
achieved due to multiple risk factors including without 
limitation defects in technology developments, legal or 
regulatory exposure, market volatility, sector volatility, 
corporate actions, or the unavailability of complete and 
accurate information. Westlab may provide hyperlinks 
to websites of entities mentioned in this paper, however 
the inclusion of a link does not imply that Westlab 
endorses, recommends or approves any material on the 
linked page or accessible from it. Such linked websites 
are accessed entirely at your own risk. Westlab does 
not accept responsibility whatsoever for any such 
material, nor for consequences of its use. This paper 
is not directed to, or intended for distribution to or use 
by, any person or entity who is a citizen or resident of 
or located in any state, country or other jurisdiction 
where such distribution, publication, availability or 
use would be contrary to law or regulation. This paper 
may not be redistributed, reproduced or passed on 
to any other person or published, in part or in whole, 
for any purpose, without the prior, written consent of 
Westlab. The manner of distributing this paper may 
be restricted by law or regulation in certain countries. 
Persons into whose possession this paper may come 
are required to inform themselves about and to observe 
such restrictions. By accessing this paper, a recipient 
hereof agrees to be bound by the foregoing limitations. 
Planned features may change based on the competitive 
landscape and go-to-market strategy.
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