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How do we tell which methods are suitable for 
disposal of which chemicals?

1.  For solutions, which are suitable for disposal 
down a lab sink or into a waste sink?

2.  For both types, which need to be sent offsite  
with a chemical disposal company?

3.  The SDS typically just states “refer to local 
environmental regulations” which isn’t 
particularly clear. The only obvious exclusions 
would be those within the H400 GHS 
classifications (toxic to aquatic/marine/soil etc.)

We don’t recommend any sewer disposal except for liquids that 
would normally be disposed of this way. There are not many 
wastes from a commercial lab that would be suitable.

Relying on a SDS to give you the answer is fraught with danger 
as many SDSs we see these days are certainly deficient in this 
respect. Instead consider how the sewerage system works and 
has a total reliance on microorganisms.

How do we determine the best way to handle 
chemical containers once they’re empty? Some, 
like ethanol, we rinse out and let evaporate then  
de-label and recycle the bottle, but we don’t do  
the same for others such as methanol.
Chemical containers are a form of chemical waste unless 
they have been triple rinsed. Then they can be disposed of via 
general waste as either plastic or glass waste after delabelling. 
The rinsings however are reportable waste so may be best to 
dispose of to the waste contractor as is unless you intend to 
reuse the container.

And what about the disposal of glass containers 
which held such chemicals as Pet Spirits or Acids?
As the answer just above but use a suitable rinse, your best one 
is good old water or ethanol for the organics

Do you recommend any company for a liquid 
chemical waste?
This varies from state to state. You are best off trying some of 
the local state contractors or talking to other laboratory techs 
to find out what the best options are. You may also perform 
a Google search but ensure you vary the search terms, e.g. 
"chemical waste disposal, “laboratory chemical disposal“.

Ethanol evaporates in no time. Once it stops 
smelling, the bottle is completely clean.
True, but this is assuming there is nothing dissolved in  
the ethanol.

We leave empty bottles in fume hood overnight. 
Take off the labels and put in to recycle bin.
Yes, you are following the recommended procedure provided  
no dissolved solids. 

We use empty ethanol 2.5L plastic containers for 
waste disposal. Is it Ok?
By all means use the cleaned-out ethanol bottles but only to hold 
a similar waste such as flammable liquids.

If nothing chemical remains in the bottle, just put 
the empty containers in the normal recycle bins 
after general wash?
See all above

While waste should always be segregated, what 
if there is unknown waste in PFAS waste which 
cannot be segregated but shouldn’t be in  
aqueous PFAS waste either.
Unlabelled waste must be labelled as such with as much 
information supplied as possible. Chemical analysis will be 
required to classify the waste for treatment option.

What is the best disposal practice for unlabeled  
or poorly labelled containers?
See the answer above. We use a series of tests to identify 
unlabelled items including a FT-IT spectrometer as well as the 
old classical spot tests. Just identify the waste as unlabelled  
on your manifest.

Are glass Winchester bottles recyclable? A lot of 
solvents (and acids I think) still come in these.
For internal recycle certainly. We have never had any success 
offering glass containers to the recyclers once the previous 
contents is revealed. There is a strong anti-chemical bias out 
there and most times its cheaper to use importedvirgin material.

Can we get the details of the taxidermist?
Rest in Pieces (Natalie via email: contact@restinpieces.com.au)

Is that EPA address also the one to use if you are 
outside of Vic? (EPA portal)
No that’s the Vic EPA. In SA it is epa.sa.gov.au. In Tasmania  
I believe you don’t have a specific body called EPA, it used to  
be part of DPIEW but seemed to change every few years.

The cost for disposing of waste is very high do  
you know any company will charge with a low rate 
for that?
Its best to shop around I suppose. The small places are cheaper 
than the big boys. 
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We have a container of waste from an industrial 
coder from a factory that was closed down that  
I do not know how to dispose of properly.
If you can send me details and a photo or two, I may be able to 
assist. Size of container and contents label if any, please.

Is there an acceptable quantity of 75% ethanol 
which can be poured down the sink?
75% ethanol is still a flammable liquid and will have a flash  
point which really can't the diluted away. I have had vegetable  
oil containing 50 ppm of hexane return a positive flash ie  
under 61degrees making it a flammable liquid. So, no  
acceptable amount.

Referring to the question above, if it's not a lot, 
could you let it evaporate?
Yes, let it evaporate but keep in mind we are assuming  
nothing is dissolved in the ethanol. Evaporate in the fume 
cabinet of course.

When it’s a lot of ethanol does it need to be 
disposed of as non-halogenic flammable waste?
Yes, that is the correct description of the waste (halogenated  
not halogenic).

We have histology labs that generate xylene and 
formalin waste What is the best container to collect 
and store xylene and Formalin waste?
A very common waste type from histopathology labs. All the 
ones we collect from are using the 10l dg approved carboys. 
They are safe, chemically impervious and easy to handle.

In response to the question above, we use the 
Winchester bottles Xylene is delivered in when 
emptying Tissue Lysers in our histolab.
By all means use the Winchester the original solvent came 
in. The labs generating xylene waste from histopathology are 
generating hundreds of liters, so a few Winchesters won’t go far.

Are chemical wastes included in the DG volume count 
for the site, thus included in the site's DG manifest?
Yes, chemical waste if a dangerous good will be included in a 
site’s dg register or site manifest. Remember the properties that 
place the chemical into one of the dg classes don't disappear 
just because it’s now waste for disposal.

Can we store the chemical wastes (solvents 
mostly) in empty glass container?  
How long can we store in the research lab?  
How often should we dispose the chemicals?
How much chemical waste you store before disposal will 
depend on your storage capacity keeping in mind the answer 
to the question above) above where you must include any dg 
wastes in the site’s dg register. Flammable waste must be stored 
in a flammable cabinet along with the good solvents. For small 
places with limited capacity dispose as required or consider 
upgrading storage capacity using more dg cabinets. These 
cabinets also have a maximum recommended volume usually 
printed on the front and must be vented to the outside.

What is the best approach to dispose expired 
microbiology media dry powders (which are usually 
nonhazardous but rich in nutrients for bacteria/ fungi)
Out of date growth media is still a chemical waste that should  
be disposed of as normal. Some get a bit smelly when old.
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What are the DG classes on all the chemical colour labels on the Westlab chemicals?

Hazard Codes/Statements: H314 - Causes 
severe skin burns and eye damage.; H413 - 
May cause long lasting harmful effects to 
aquatic life. 

Precautionary statement(s): Do not breathe 
mist/vapours/spray.; Wear protective 
gloves/protective clothing/eye protection/face 
protection.; Avoid release to the environment.; 
IF SWALLOWED: Rinse mouth. Do NOT induce 
vomiting.; IF ON SKIN (or hair): Remove/Take 
off immediately all contaminated clothing. 
Rinse skin with water/shower.; IF IN EYES: 
Rinse cautiously with water for several minutes. 
Remove contact lenses, if present and easy to 
do. Continue rinsing.; Immediately call a 
POISON CENTER or doctor/physician.; Store 
locked up.; Dispose of contents/container to 
authorised hazardous or special waste 
collection point in accordance with any local 
regulation.; See SDS for full list of P phrases.

BATCH No.

H

500ml NET

WARNINGSSPECIFICATIONS

A: 4 Cargo Way, Mitchell Park, Victoria AU 3355
W: westlab.com.au   E: sales@westlab.com.au
P: 1800 358 101   F: 1300 725 903

WESTLAB PTY LTD

701-500M

CORROSIVECORROSIVE

XXXX

Hydrochloric
Acid 32%

HCL
MW = 36.46 g/mol

UN 1789
CAS No.  7647-01-0
Appearance Clear Colorless Liquid 
Minimum Assay  32% 
  Non-volatile matter    0.001% 
  Free Chloride (Cl)        0.0002% 
  Sulphate (SO4)             0.0005% 
  Sulphite (SO3)              0.0001% 
  Aluminium (Al)            0.00005% 
  Ammonium (NH4)       0.0003% 
  Arsenic (As)                  0.000002% 
  Copper (Cu)                    0.00001% 
  Iron (Fe)                          0.00004% 
  Lead (Pb)                        0.00005% 
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To place an order, please go to our website
or call our friendly sales team.

1800 358 101
westlab.com.au
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Miscellaneous

Flammable Liquids

Oxidizing Agent

Corrosive

Poisonous
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Westlab has released a chemical range that includes 
the labelling and the packaging of chemicals.
 After an Australia wide survey on preferred cabinet requirements, with lab 
staff, lab techs and lab managers, results showed that labelling was the 
most desired feature in cabinet supply. By using a colour coding system, 
at a glance you can see what class the chemical is, and how that ties in 
with dangerous goods labelling. 

Visit this link for more information on the Range of Storage Cabinets:

https://www.westlab.com.au/catalogsearch/result?q=storage%20Cabinets 

Westlab Chemicals

Discover the Westlab Chemical Range
Discover the wide range of chemicals designed for lab techs

https://www.westlab.com.au/catalogsearch/result?q=storage%20Cabinets 
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Mod-U-Lab 4-in-1
This cabinet can be used to store any 
class of chemical. Westlab actually 
supplies this cabinet with all the relevant 
labelling, and then it is again labelled 
on-site according to your storage 
requirements. In this range we have 
five varied sizes, starting with a 30-litre 
cabinet, 60 litre,100 litre,160 litre and  
the big 250 litre. 

Modular nonmetal cabinet
This modular non-metal cabinet is solely 
used for Class 9, or corrosive chemicals. 
These cabinets are made from a high-
density polyethylene which gives good 
longevity when storing chemicals. 
Nothing in these cabinets can corrode,  
as it is completely made from 
polyethylene. None of the hinge pins,  
or clips are going to corrode, and it  
offers an excellent lifespan. 

The newest range is the  
Polychem range.
The Westlab Polychem range is  
Westlab's newest cabinet. This is  
used as a non-metal cabinet and is  
made from high density polyethylene. 

How does this cabinet differ from 
the others? 

Traditional, flat shelving has been 
removed and replaced with grapnels 
tubs, which is a fully injection moulded 
propylene tub. Once again it is chemical 
resistant and works as a small spill tray, 
and able to contain a small amount.  
This cabinet has a fully bunded bottom, 
so if anything does spill over the edge of 
those tubs it gets caught in the bottom. 

 

Dangerous Goods storage is available in three different ranges:

1. A Metal Range  

2. A non-metal Range.

3. Another non-metal Range especially for Corrosives.

Chemical Storage Cabinets from Westlab
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